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A Future Vision to Activate the Relationship Between Higher
Education Institutions and the Labor Market

(Misurata University as a Model)
Zahra Elsherief Abdulsalam Ghada Jamal Ben Ismail

Misurata University Misurata University

Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the future vision for activating the relationship between higher
education institutions and the labor market, and to develop a proposal to activate the mutual
relationship between Libyan universities and the labor market to achieve the desired economic
development. The study used the descriptive method. To achieve the objectives of the study, a
questionnaire consisting of 30 items was distributed in three areas: i) the reality of academic
programs at the university, ii) the skills of graduates and their relevance to the current and future
needs of the labor market, and iii) the partnership between higher education institutions and the
labor market. The questionnaire was applied to a stratified random sample of 116 faculty members
from the Faculties of Education and Economics. The results of the study revealed that the study
sample’s estimation of the total score for the first field, the second field, and the third field was at
the average level. There was also a medium correlation and statistically significant relationship
between the reality of the academic programs at the university, and the graduates’ skills and their
suitability to the needs of the labor market. There was a weak correlation and statistically
significant relationship between the skills of graduates and its suitability to the needs of the labor
market on one hand and the partnership between higher education institutions and the labor market
on the other. There was also no relationship between the reality of academic programs at the
university and the partnership between higher education institutions and the labor market. The
analysis showed that there were statistically significant differences among participants about the
relationship between the reality of academic programs at the university and the skills of graduates
and their relevance to the needs of the labor market according to the variable of the type of college
which came in favor of the Faculty of Economics. On the other hand, the results showed that there
were no statistically significant differences among the participants concerning the partnership
between higher education institutions and the labor market according to the variable of the type of
college. In light of these results, a proposed scenario was built to activate the reciprocal
relationship between Libyan universities as institutions of higher education and the labor market.
Keywords: future vision, higher education, universities, labor market.
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